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the exchange of products to the communication of norms and ideas" (p. xv) in the first
millennium A.D. The author, a well-known and widely experienced archaeologist, is well
aware of the exciting challenges presented by this period, what with the limited written
sources and the exponentially increasing archaeological evidence to be interpreted. After
sketching the main types of this evidence in the Introduction, Randsborg outlines the
historical framework, the physical conditions in first millennium Europe, rural and urban
settlements, production and exchange, society, culture and mentality, to conclude with a
chapter on the relationship between archaeology and historiography. We have here a
stimulating overview of the present state of the art, to be recommended to both beginners
and more seasoned scholars.

Outi Merisalo

Looking at Greek vases, eds. Tom Rasmussen and Nigel Spivey. Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge 1991. 282 pp. GBP 35.00 (hb), 10.95 (pb).

I cannot praise enough this wonderful book on Greek vases, created by some of
the great names in the field of Greek pottery, well known from their by now familiar
monographs in their respective fields. In this book they have crystallized some specific
points of their themes giving as a result a highly delightful reading experience, with up-
to-date information and good bibliographic references. The different groups of Greek
pottery are presented in chronological order; there is also an article on different
approaches to a vase, either by attributing vases to painters or by interpreting what was
painted on them. There is also a compact introduction to the potter's workshop, sheding
light on the more technical side of the vases. This is, however, not a book for a complete
beginner as the scant illustration takes for granted a certain amount of previous
knowledge. A book providing an overview of Greek vases from the geometric period up
to Hellenistic times has been very much needed. Now that we have it, looking at Greek
vases has become even more pleasant for those interested in Greek art. Who v{/ould have

courage enough to edit a counterpart on Roman or Italic pottery?
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